MEMORANDUM
To: Jim Smith
From: Chuck Rabolli— Georgia Wildlife Federation
Date: 26 July 2006
RE: Environmental Concernsat Proposed Mason Mill Park Bike Path

| recently walked the proposed route of the planned bietpaugh Mason Mill Park to
provide my opinion on the possible environmental impacts sfituposed project. |
walked the route from Willivee Drive over S. Fork Pdgash Creek through Mason Mill
Park. Here are my observations and comments. Yowelcome to use these comments
as you would like.

1. This portion of the bike path travels through high quality anvironmentally
sensitive green space. This heavily wooded area hegs sitgpes and easily
erodable soils. This steepness of the slopes make powongeete path over
most of the area (at least the eastern half) implessiithout causing great
damage to the slopes and stream below. This portior gfeth, if constructed,
must be elevated boardwalk.

2. The proximity of the path to the stream will undoubteriyse damage to the
stream, mostly due to erosion, during the constructioogs®

3. The undeveloped green space through which this path traetsaisow strip of
mature forest. Little of this type of habitat is foundhe county park system.
Particularly this close to the heavily developed portiothefcounty. This
undeveloped part of the park is in stark contrast to theylevelopment of the
western part of the park which is developed in a SenioteCeawpen fields and a
tennis center. The undeveloped portion of the park is uskdrgoyed by many
park visitors. These visitors are attracted to this datteopark specifically
because of its undeveloped nature. This is the park expettie@se users are
seeking. | believe that this use and this type user gfatieis being
underestimated by county managers. The desires of thesm&iwow-impact
users should be in the minds of the county decision maKéis contrast and
diversity of park amenities should be preserved. Thetoaction of a bike path
through this undeveloped portion of the park would be sedatamental by
many of the current park users.

4. This area of the park in natural habitat provides relativatisturbed habitat for
many species of wildlife. The park is used for natureoiaion by many park
visitors. The construction of a path through this natarad will fragment this
habitat and bring too many visitors into the park and distulldeplace much of



this wildlife. The amenity of wildlife observatiomdahis park will diminish with
the bike path construction.

. Wildlife habitat will be lost due to the removal of@sefor the path. This will also
increase sunlight to the forest floor and likely caus@erease in invasive non-
native plants. This is detrimental to native wildkfied the naturalist type park
visitor.

. An on-street bike path will likely be less expensive tostaict than a path
through this undeveloped park

. 1 am not apposed to a bike path in this general ardseafdighborhood. |
support the construction of a bike path-in the appropaizibn. We need to
add more quality of life amenities to our community andka piath is one of
these amenities. | believe that an on-street bike A/RMUND Mason Mill Park
is more appropriate. The current uses and amenities sdiMdill Park are
sufficient. The undeveloped green space is being used andry many.
Installing a bike path in the park would benefit some usetise detriment of
other users. The park recreation opportunities affordeti®yndeveloped
portion of the park are greatly valued and enjoyed by markyysars. | don't
think that use and those users should be replaced byeeedifiuse and users. A
bike path OUT of the park will preserve this dwindling gregece natural and
recreational resource, AND provide new bicycle recreatonew users. This is
an opportunity to grow our community’s quality of life amesstrather than
replace one amenity with another. A replacementwilbalso be a detriment to
the environment. This unique park amenity must be preserved.
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Sent: Friday, January 04, 2008 5:18 PM
To: jerrymc@gwf.org
Subject: Position of the Georgia Wildlife Federation on multi use trail in Mason Mill and Medlock Park, DeKalb
County

Dear Mr. McCollum,

| have been contacted by representatives of a new “Three Forks Heritage Alliance”
http://www.3forksalliance.org/ concerning a trail project currently under development in central
DeKalb County. The group makes the representation on their website that “A report by the
Georgia Wildlife Federation details the negative impact of the proposed trail on the wildlife in
the forest.” Can you please confirm if this is a work product of the GWF, and if so, what peer
review or Board approval process that GWF uses in the development of such analysis. As a
County Commissioner who represents this district, | am very interested in the professional

perspective of your organization, and look forward to your response to this message. Please
call me on my cell phone at 404.218.8371 if | can answer any questions.

With best regards,
Jeff Rader

Commissioner
District 2, DeKalb County
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